January 10, 1984 LB 477

SENATOR WARNER: | f | can.

SENATOR HANNI BAL: Senator Warner, last year we had a bill
up, it was ny first year in the session, for a sunset review
and it was the bill for the enbal mers and funeral directors
as | renenber the nane of the associations and | fought the
good fight, if youwill, totry to keep them fromhavi ng the
provision that Board of hcam ners, Boardof Review for
continuing education because they said they needed this
continuing education for the embal ners because of the
changing state of theart. And | had a hard tinme accepting
that that state of the art of enbal m ng was changi ng faster
than the | aws that we have on our books or the practice of
medi ci ne, neither of which have anything in their |aws that
say that they need continuing education. | did not win that
fight. | have been told since then that naybe we woul d have
all been better off had | because there are a |ot of funeral
directors and embal mers that are not happy with that
provi sion. | ndeed they have decided that naybe the state of
the art hasn' t changed quite as fast as they thought and
some of them are wondering what the h~ck they are going to
t each each other about embal m ng. Ny question to you,
Senator Warner, is, does the industry really think that the
continuing education is necessary for themto have a renewal
certificate or do they want to use this for nore political
purposes?

SENATOR WARNER: Wel |, Senator Hannibal, | can go back
further. Everyone of the hoards that have been schedul ed
for sunset in the last five years the Performance Revi ew and
Audit Conmittee has reconmended that there ought to be
continuing education, or now called professional
devel opnment, as a part of a |icensure requirenent. And the
policy that we would recomrend that on was any kind of a
license that the state grants. It is in theory and | would
hope, in fact, an indication to the citisen who uses that
|l icensee's services that they are indeed qualified and up to
date on those practices that they are selling and that
|'i censi ng shoul d be considered as the state...| dc~'t want
to use the word guarantee, but indicating the quali y...the
qualifications of aperson' slicense so we have always felt
that sone form of professional devel opment on an annual
basis or a renewal date of a license at |east ought to be
i ncluded and not just pass the test the first time you get a
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